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Event SponsorsSafety Message

• Egress: two paths out in case first 
is blocked.

• Have “Go” bag prepared with 
essentials.

• Set up and rehearse convening 
location with family.

• Duck and cover in case of an 
earthquake.

• Take ergonomic breaks.

• Continue to regularly wash hands 
and where a face mask and keep  
socially distant in public.
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Collect a code word on the Premium Exhibitor 
pages to be entered to win a raffle prize!

tinyurl.com/WCSexhibitor



Outreach Partners 

Continuing Education Credits 

LEED Professionals may self-report 10.5 
continuing education hours TOTAL for 2021 WCS. 

Log into your usgbc.org profile 

Report course number:  0920021655 

AIA Professionals will receive 1.5 continuing education 
hours for this session. 

CEUs can be managed through PG&E training portal 
and are reported to AIA within 10 business days.

Course number:  WS0028
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Biodiversity Community Science:
iNaturalist & the City Nature Challenge

Alison Young
Co-Director, Community Science
California Academy of Sciences
@alisonkestrel



Goals of Academy 
Community Science:

Connect people to their 
local nature: biodiversity is 
everywhere!

Connect people to each 
other: build community 
around nature.

Collect biodiversity data 
for science, management, 
and conservation.

Engage people in & have 
them learn more about 
natural history science.





What is iNaturalist?



What is iNaturalist?



How does iNaturalist work?

1. Take a clear photo to 
make an observation

1. iNaturalist will give you 
a suggestion for ID

1. Pick from the list or type 
in your own ID

1. Hit “share” or ✓ to 
upload to iNaturalist



iNaturalist: turning photos into data



iNaturalist: turning photos into data



iNaturalist: turning photos into data



Your 
observations are 
contributing to a 
global database 

of when and 
where species 

are found!

iNaturalist: turning photos into data





iNaturalist data usage: big data



375+ papers published using iNaturalist data in 2020

iNaturalist data usage: big data



iNaturalist data usage: management







iNaturalist data usage: unexpected finds



iNaturalist data usage: unexpected finds



iNaturalist data usage: unexpected finds







City 
Nature

Challenge



2016





18,000







Smriti Safaya

Benjamin Ong
The Nature Conservancy MD/DC

La Paz, Bolivia Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Hong Kong SAR, 
China

Washington, D.C., 
USA

Bristol & Bath, UK
Halifax, NS, Canada



Connect people to their 
local nature in 

urban/metro areas

Connect 
people to each 
other: build 
community in 
person & 
online around 
local nature

Collect urban 
biodiversity 

data that are 
available to 
managers & 

scientists

Have fun through some 
friendly competition!

Grow volunteer 
biodiversity 
documentation 
globally



Observations uploaded per week to 

CNC 2016

CNC 2017

CNC 2018

CNC 2019

CNC 2020



White-spotted Slimy Salamander (Plethodon cylindraceus)
Washington, D.C., USA

First record in Arlington 
County since 1977; found 
by a high school student 

Luca Catanzaro



Epidendrum radioferens orchid
Guajiquiro, 

Honduras
First record of this 

species in Honduras on 
both iNaturalist & GBIF

Danny Javier Cruz López



Western Bobcat (Lynx rufus)
Calgary, AB, Canada

The families in this 
neighborhood got a 

close-up lesson on the 
food chain & bobcat 
behavior when this 

individual caught & ate 
a jackrabbit in a 

backyard - spending 6+ 
hours there!

iNaturalist user joolzincalgary



Lingulodinium polyedra
San Diego, CA, USA

Bioluminescent dinoflagellate 
& night surfing 

Tim Fallon



2021 City Nature Challenge: April 30 - May 3
400+ Cities

citynaturechallenge.org





THANK YOU!

calacademy.org/citizen-
science

iNaturalist.org

citynaturechallenge.org

@alisonkestrel

@kestrel

ayoung@calacademy.org



Event Sponsors

Outreach 
Partners 

City of Santa Cruz Water Department  | BAYWORK | California Water Efficiency Partnership | Garden for the Environment | Sonoma Water | San Francisco Department 
of the Environment Green Business Program |  Sustainable Silicon Valley | Verdical Group | Wholly H2O | ReScape | San Francisco Bay Area Water for People 
Committee | California Department of Water Resources  | Marin Municipal Water District & California Irrigation Institute | California Landscape Contractors Association | 
Association of Professional Landscape Designers | Alameda County Water District | Acterra | City of Palo Alto | Maddaus Water Management 

Event Sponsors 



Outreach Partners 

Continuing Education Credits 

LEED Professionals may self-report 10.5 
continuing education hours TOTAL for 2021 WCS. 

Log into your usgbc.org profile 

Report course number:  0920021655 

AIA Professionals will receive 1.5 continuing 
education hours for this session. 

CEUs can be managed through PG&E training portal 
and are reported to AIA within 10 business days.

Course number:  WS0028



Showcase Raffle: Two Ways to Win! 

Visit our Virtual Exhibitor Packet 
and collect a code word on the 
Premium Exhibitor pages to be 
entered to win a raffle prize!

tinyurl.com/WCSexhibitor

Complete our post-event 
survey to be entered to win a 
$50 gift card! Survey will be 
sent to all registrants at the 

end of the Showcase. 


